USA WESTWOOD

Homestay Accommodation
Our homestay families reflect the diversity of life in the United States. They include young, senior and
single parent families and couples with and without children. American hosts live in houses, apartment
complexes or townhomes and have varying ethnic backgrounds, diverse interests and different
lifestyles.
You can purchase toiletries and other personal items locally,
but you should plan to bring specific items with you such as
prescription medications if you require them (in adequate
supply).

Check-in and Check-out
Plan to arrive at your accommodation between 2:00 pm and
10:00 pm on the Saturday or Sunday prior to your course
start date. Please make sure your Kaplan Representative
and your host family know your arrival details as soon as
you book your flights and no later than 2 weeks before your
course start date. Host families are not available to pick
up students at the airport. Please speak with your Kaplan
Representative for information on transfer services. Plan to
check-out of your homestay accommodation on Saturday
morning.

Your life in a homestay
Living in a homestay will allow you to practice your English
in a real-life setting. It is important to remember that you
are both part of the family and a guest at the same time.
You may have to help with household chores, keep your
bedroom tidy and make your bed each morning. Make sure
that you always ask for permission to bring friends around
and let your family know if you will not be at home for dinner
or will be going away for the weekend! We want you to be
comfortable with your family, but we cannot promise a family
of specific age, gender, or ethnicity. Every family is different
and will have their individual lifestyles. Please make sure you
understand your house rules upon arrival.

Host family name and address
You will receive your Accommodation Confirmation with your
host family profile including name, address, phone number
and email address. The Accommodation Confirmation will be
sent to you from your Kaplan Representative. Host families
are excited to get to know you; don’t hesitate to email them
to introduce yourself and get to know them before you even
arrive.

What to bring
The USA has very diverse climates and weather can range
from very hot to very cold. Therefore, please check the
weather in the region you plan to visit and pack accordingly.
Your host will provide you with bed linen and towels.
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Meals
Please tell your host if there are foods you like very much or
do not like at all as well as any food allergies you may have.
Any special diet requests such as a strictly vegan or halal
diet will be the responsibility of the student. Make sure that
you ask your host if you can use the fridge or kitchen cabinet
to store your personal foods before you purchase your food
items. Food in the USA represents a wide variety of cuisines
and may reflect the local populations as well as more typical
American fare and your host family's ethnicity.
Breakfast: Breakfast is usually a light meal consisting of
cereal, toast or fruit, frequently with juice or coffee. Often
these foods will be made available to you and you will
prepare your own morning meal.
Lunch: You will be responsible for purchasing your own lunch
at a nearby restaurant or from a local store. A refrigerator and
a microwave may be available for you to use at school.
Dinner: Dinner may be a shared meal in the evening, or
occasionally you may prepare your own meal with food
supplied by your host. Leftovers, food remaining from a
previous meal, are common to have at least once per week.
It is polite to ask for a second helping if you are still hungry.
If you make other plans for dinner (to eat at a restaurant or
a friends’ house), please let your host family know. In an
American home, dinner is typically between the hours of
5:30 and 7:30pm. If you arrive at your homestay later than
this, you may miss the evening meal.
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Internet

Drinking

Most families have either wireless or DSL Internet in their
home. However, you should plan to bring your own laptop
and/or other mobile device since most families will not have
a computer for you to share. All Kaplan centers are equipped
with computer labs with free Internet access; students may
use these during business hours.

The legal drinking age in the USA is 21 years old. Please
obey the law and do not drink if you are under-age. It is a
courtesy to ask your host family for permission to drink in
their home even if you are legally permitted based on your
age.

Telephone use
Be sure to discuss phone usage with your host family
on arrival. Some host families have landlines which are
available to students for local calls only. Students are asked
to limit their calls to no more than 20 minutes. Long distance
phone calls are not allowed in host family homes. Due to
the increased use of mobile phones, many host families no
longer have a home landline. You should be prepared to
purchase an international phone calling card or a prepaid
phone after arrival as you may need to contact your host
regularly by text or phone message.

Laundry facilities
Be sure to discuss this with your host family after you arrive
as laundry facilities will depend on your individual homestay.
Most host families, while allowing the use of their laundry
machine, ask that students launder their own clothes. You
may be asked to limit your washing to once a week and
provide your own laundry soap. Machines are either in the
home itself, located in the common area of the apartment
complex, or available at a local laundromat. Shared laundry
machines (in an apartment or a laundromat) are usually coin
operated and the student will be responsible for paying.
The average cost per load of laundry (wash and dry) in an
American laundromat is USD $5.

Electrical current
The electrical current is 100/120 volts and students from
some countries may require a transformer and a plug
adaptor.

Things to remember
• You are a part of the family as well as a guest
• Expect cultural and personal differences and be
tolerant of them
• Be willing to try new foods
• Ask questions and become familiar with American
customs. You may have to take part in family chores
• Speak with your host family as much as possible to
get the most out of your homestay
• Purchase a phone card or a pre-paid cell phone for
international calls
• Ask permission before inviting guests or friends to
your homestay
• Notify your family if you are not coming home for
the night, will be away for the weekend or will be
missing dinner.
• Ask permission to smoke
• Ask permission to drink alcohol at your host family
home, even if you are above the legal drinking age
of 21 years
• Don’t be shy and when invited accompany your host
on outings and family activities

Getting to and from school
Your host will help you find your way to and from school
on your first day and also show you how to use public
transportation. Students should expect to use public
transportation (such as bus, train and/or subway) to get to
and from school. Journey time will depend on the location
of your homestay but students should expect to travel about
45-60 minutes to get to school. Commuting, or regular travel
between home and work or school, is very common in the
USA.

Smoking
When you book your accommodation, please request a
family that allows smoking if you smoke. Most hosts will
request smokers to smoke outside. Please make sure you
discuss these rules with your host family. In most US cities,
it is illegal to smoke inside public places. It is also general
courtesy to ask someone for permission to smoke next to
them (even if you are outside).
www.kaplaninternational.com
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Local Information
Kaplan International Westwood is centrally located in Los Angeles with easy access to Rodeo Drive,
Santa Monica and Venice. Kaplan Westwood homestay students often live in Culver City, West LA or
Santa Monica. From these areas, students should expect a short walk to a bus stop before catching one
or two buses to reach Kaplan Westwood.
Culver City

Santa Monica

Culver City is a very hip part of Los Angeles with many young
artists and a thriving creative community. Home to a mix of
students, single adults and many families with school age
children, Culver City is very diverse. The most common ethnic
groups in the area are Caucasians, Hispanics and Asians and
hosts families live in both single family homes and small
apartment complexes. This suburb of Los Angeles has many
parks and its own “restaurant row” offering a selection of
casual to award-winning fine dining. Culver City also has
a vibrant art scene with many galleries. Venice and Santa
Monica beaches are located only 25-35 minutes away by
bus.

Santa Monica feels like a beachside community but is
simultaneously a true part of the larger Los Angeles city. The
social focus is the amazing beach life and being outdoors.
Nearby attractions include the world famous roller coaster
and Ferris wheel on the grand Santa Monica Pier, and
world class shopping and dining on 3rd Street Promenade.
Students will be able to enjoy the countless waterfront parks
that line the miles of beaches nearby all year long. The
area is also home to Santa Monica Community College so
students are quite common in the neighborhood as are both
single family homes and apartment complexes.

West LA
West LA is full of young, urban beach lovers and boasts a
divergent population of all ethnicities, come to worship the
sun in the epitome of Los Angeles. Wedged between the
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) student scene
and the urban professional life, this area is full of energy
and active individuals. Mornings for West LA residents often
start with an early morning surf or jogging on the beach!
The area is very trendy with a great nightlife and restaurant
scene. The most common ethnic groups are Asians, Middleeasterners and Caucasians and homestay apartments are
quite common. Because it is home to UCLA, there are many
students in the area who enjoy the convenient access to both
Santa Monica and Hollywood.

The weather in Westwood is typical of southern
California. Summers are dry and hot with average
temperatures of 75°F (24°C) and cooler evening
temperatures. The rainy season begins in winter but
only about 15 inches (38 cm) of rainfall occurs per
year. Winters are mild, with average temperatures
between 55-59°F (13-15°C). Spring and Fall are
generally cooler and milder with varying weather
conditions but the Santa Ana winds, a strong, dry
warm wind, generally occur late fall.
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Information is subject to change. Published March 2014.
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